
Report of the cleaning the pond at Nanthambakkam/Melaiyur 

Water is a natural resource which is very vital for the life of human beings as well as the other 

creatures. Kanchipuram District in Tamil Nadu is one of the most water prone districts where 

agriculture was the most preferred work of many people.  Melaiyurpanchayat in Thiruporur block 

was one of the fertile areas in the district where most of the people depended on agriculture and 

their livelihood was depending upon the water, which was available in the village. There were many 

ponds in the panchayatonce and gradually the number is going down due to modernizing and other 

factors at present.  

Nanathambakkam pond is located in Melaiyurpanchayat which is 250feet length and 200 feet width. 

There are 350 families around this pond and they are accessible to water available in it. There is 

water in the pond throughout the year except summer which prevails for 3 months. This water is 

very useful for the people and the cattle. People use this water for taking bath, washing their soiled 

clothes, cleaning their utensils and above all this water is mostly usedfor agricultural purpose.  

Before cleaning: 

The recent flood which took place in December 2015 had destroyed the banks of the pond and 

brought wastes from different corners and filled the pond. This menace made the water useless and 

there was clumsy around the pond.  

Involvement of people 

Rural Development Trust (RDT) was completely getting involved in these villages during the flood 

and supported them in relief and rehabilitation works. People in the panchayat informed that the 

pond which was used for many purposes was left uncared after flood. RDT organized a meeting in 

view of cleaning and deepening the pond. There were 250 people and Mr.Selvaraj, the president of 

the panchayatand MR.T.K.Elumalai, managing trustee of RDT were present to lead the people. The 

issue of pond was explained and the immediate response of the people was very positive. 

Immediately the days were fixed for the action.  

There were 185 people on the day and the work was started. The required tools and implements 

were brought by the local people and their cooperation was highly appreciative. The work was highly 

progressive. At first they removed all the wastes from the pond and repaired the banks of the pond. 

Following day the pond was deepened and the mud was kept on the bank. This made the water level 

to rise as before. The pond also has been maintained with raised banks.  

After cleaning 

Now the people around this pond feel happy that they regained their resource only with the support 

provided by the local people in collaboration with RDT. They were also very thankful to RDT and 

their panchayat president who encouraged them to take up this work. Now people in the panchayat 

feel proud that they are accessible to water.  

Cleaning of Balwadi: 

There is a Balwadi in the same village. Making use of the human resource, the village Balwadi was 

also cleaned well in supportof the local people. The unwanted plants and bushes were removed. 

This became very clean and the children feel safe to continue their education. 

 

 



 

Report of the Chemmankulan pond 

Chemmankulam pond is located in Melaiyurpanchayatin Thiruporur Block, Kanchipuram District. 

There were 20 villages around this pond and the people in these villages used the water for different 

purposes like taking bath, washing their soiledclothes and feeding their cattle. 

Before cleaning  

The flood which came in the month of December 2015 made the pond useless. More wastes were 

brought by the flood and the pond was filled with mud and unwanted sewages. The pond also smelt 

very bad.  

Intervention  

Rural Development Trust (RDT) informed the good work of cleaning the pond. There were 150 

people   gathered in the village. Mr.T.K.Elumalai, managing trustee of RDT spoke on the present 

conditions of the pond. People in and around the pond conveyed that they are ready to come and 

give their labour for cleaning and deepening the pond.  

People assembled in the pond on the very next day and started their work. There were 135 people 

who were present and rendered their free services for cleaning. Wastes were removed and the mud 

was taken away from the pond. The banks of the pond were levelled by the mud removed from the 

pond. Thus the pond was cleaned and it became useful to the people and the cattle.  

After cleaning 

After this great contribution of the local people this pond has been very helpful to the people and 

the domestic animals. This has also raised the ground level water. There is sense of satisfaction as 

they started to use water as before.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


